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To most readers the subjects of greatest interest in Seistan are the truly 
wonderful number of ruins and the present political situation. The ruins are 
mentioned frequently by Mr. Tate, but are nowhere described in such a way as 
to give any adequate idea of how they look, by whom they were occupied, and 
especially why they were abandoned and the land left desolate. To-day the 
population is estimated at 160,000 people, before the days of Tamerlane at 
250,000, and previous to that it must have been much greater. It would be hard 
to find a subject of greater interest than the cause of this change, but our author 
scarcely touches the matter. 

The reason for the long sojourn of the British Boundary Commission in 
Seistan was that the Helmand River, like all other streams, builds up its flood 
plain in the immediate vicinity of the river, and thereby causes its own course to 
shift to one side or the other. Inasmuch as Seistan is the only place for hun- 
dreds of miles where water is available, it is peculiarly valuable to both Afghans 
and Persians. The river was supposed to be the boundary between the two 
nations, and when it changed its course, there naturally arose a bitter dispute. 
If Mr. Tate could have explained the variations in the river's course and told us 
how they have influenced the people of Seistan directly and the political relations 
of Persia and Afghanistan, and of England and Russia indirectly, he could have 
written a book of great general interest and of high geographic value. In fair- 
ness to him a word of explanation should be added. For some reason, implied 
but not stated, he has not felt himself free to enter into a discussion of many of 
the most interesting problems connected with his work. He refers again and 
again to the vast amount of data collected by the Commission as to all manner 
of subjects, but fails to satisfy the thirst for information that he thus arouses. 
Presumably, the data are all embodied in official reports. Apparently, Mr. Tate 
knows a great deal which the world would also like to know, but which he has 
not deemed it best to tell. Ellsworth Huntington. 

La Patria. Geografia dell' Italia. Opera compilata dal Prof. Gustavo Straf- 
forello. Provirtcia di Torino. Seconda edizione interamente riveduta e 
ampliata a cura del Cav. Giuseppe Isidoro Arneudo. iv and 736 pp., Maps 
of the Province and City of Turin, 204 Illustrations and Index. Unione 
Tipografico-Editrice Torinese, Turin, 1907. 
This large work is a detailed account of Turin Province, dealing with its 
history, geography, products, industries, commerce, educational work, arts, monu- 
ments, public edifices, benevolent institutions, etc. The theatres, libraries, promi- 
nent engineering works and other phases of the Province come in for description 
and copious illustration. The many pictures from photographs are good, though 
not produced in a superior manner. Few books about a small part of the world 
are packed with more information. 

Tevere. Nuova Edizione riordinata e ampliata con Atlante. Memoria 26 
bis della Carta Idrografica d'ltalia. xii and 486 pp. Ministero di Agri- 
cultura, Industria e Commercio, Rome, 1908. L. 6. 

A thorough revision and enlargement of the earlier Memoir on the Tiber 
River published in 1898. It is accompanied by an atlas showing all phases of 
the river and its basin. This is the latest of a series of exhaustive Memoirs on 
the hydrography of Italy which the Government began to publish in 1888. The 
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series now numbers 36 volumes, and it is of the first importance in the study of 
all economic questions in which the water resources of the kingdom are involved. 

Anmerkungen fiber Levkas. v and 61 pp., and Illustrations. Heinr. 
Mercy Sohn, Prague, 1903. 
A folio, finely produced and containing several superb colored plates. It 
describes the little island and town of Levkas, among the Ionian Islands, and is 
a bit of excellent geographical writing about a small land area that has recently 
come into considerable notice. This is the island which Prof. Wilhelm Dorpfeld 
and some other archseologists maintain is identical with the Homeric island of 
Ithaca, the home of Ulysses. There are others who hold to the faith that the 
ancient Ithaca was the island that is now known by that name. The literary 
warfare over this question has resulted in a number of books, with the result 
that Levkas has become one of the best described, mapped and pictured among 
the small Greek islands. The unnamed author of the present work does not 
share the belief of Prof. Dorpfeld, but his book is the most sumptuous volume 
that has been given to the island. He has left scarcely any thing untouched in 
the lines of descriptive and human geography, and his pictures of the coasts and 
of bits of the interior are works of art. He spells the name "Levkas," which is 
the official, modern Greek spelling, though we as often see it "Leucas." 

La France et ses Colonies au debut du XXe Siecle. M. Fallex 
and A. Mairey. vi and 660 pp., Maps, Illustrations, and Index of Place 
Names. Librairie Ch. Delagrave, Paris. Price, 5 frs. 
This is one of the superior geographies recently issued by Delagrave which 
have already been noticed in the Bulletin. It is a fine example of descriptive 
and synthetic geographical treatment. A good feature is the summary of the 
contents of each chapter at its opening. The numerous photographic reproduc- 
tions, diagrams, and maps are excellent. 

Feinnivellement des Rheins von Mainz bis zur Niederlandischen 

Crrenze. xvi and 177 pp., and 1 Table. Bureau fur die Hauptnivelle- 

ments und Wasserstandsbeobachtungen im Ministerium der offentlichen 

Arbeiten. P. Stankiewicz's Buchdruckerei, Berlin, 1908. 

This work records the levelling operations on both banks of the Rhine between 

Mainz, the practical head of navigation for steamboats, as far north as the 

Netherlands boundary. Many hundreds of exact elevations above the sea were 

secured along both banks of the river. The methods of the work are described 

in the introduction. Between 1893 and the present time the German Ministry 

of Public Works has published over thirty volumes giving the results of similar 

observations along the banks of the more important rivers in Germany. 

The Cadastral Survey of Egypt, 1892-1907. By Captain H. G. Lyons, 
Director-General, viii and 431 pp., Maps, Plans, Illustrations, 5 Appen- 
dices, and Index. National Printing Department, Cairo, 1908." Price, 400 
milliemes. 

The cadastral survey of Egypt, begun in 1893 as a survey of State lands, 
developed into a revenue survey in 1896, and became soon afterwards a cadastral 
survey carried out with technical accuracy and comparable with similar surveys 
in Europe. The whole of the cultivable lands of Egypt, except the distant oases, 



